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The Bookſeller's 
ADVERTISEMENT. 


"TT" HE Late Worthy and 
Prous Doftor Antho- 
ny Horneck, . :he Author of 
this ſeaſonable Diſcourſe, hath 
left behind him fairly Writ, 
many Excellent Sermons upon 
ws Prafical Subjefts in Di- 
vintty, particularly on all our 
Ble(ſed Saviour's Sermon on 
the Mount ; contained in the 
Fifth, $1xth and Seventh Cha= 
pters of St. Matthew's Go= 
ſpe; having been preached 
A 2 A 


To the Reader. 


to his Beloved People at the 


Savoy with great Approba= 
tion; which will be Printed 
with all convement Speed by 
the Conſent of his Widow: 
Fifteen Sermons, being the firſt 
Volume, upon part of the ſaid 
Fifth Chapter (of which this 
1s one) is now 1 the Prefs. 
But for the Seaſonableneſs up= 
on the happy Concluſion of the 
Peace, 'twas thought conve= 
ment to publiſh this alone. 


B. A. 


{\\ 


> 


St. Matth. Ch. V. Per. g. 


Bleſſed are the Peace-makers, for they 


ſhall be called the Children of God. 


S in this divine Sermon of our Sa- 
viour, Men and Women are 
pronounced bleſſed and happy, 
with reſpe&to things which the 

dull ſenſual World ſpies no felicity in ; or 
as here, thoſe are counted happy whom 
the World counts miſerable, and thoſe 
miſerable whom the world counts happy ; 
ſo it fares with the perſons mention'd in 
the words before you, and the Bleſſedneſs 
which attends them ; the world, you know, 
magnifies great Generals, and Soldiers, 
and Martial Men who can fight well, and 
are very skilfull in beſieging Towns, and 
in ſcaling Walls, in bombarding Caſtles, 
and ſurprizing Forts, and defeating Ar- 
mies, and ſlaying Men; and he, that 
with Saul hath kill d his thouſands, and 
with David his tex thouſands, is cry d up, 
and the Bells ring at his entrance into a 
conquer'd Town, all ſing his Praiſes, Flow- 
ers of Rhetorick and Applauſe are ſtrow d 


in his way, publick Intelligences are fill'd 


with his Commendations; and who ſo 
A 3 much 
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much talk'd of, as the man who is very 
expert in making, maintaining, and ma- 
naging a War. | 

- Our bleſſed Maſter over-looks all theſe 
partial verdidts of rhe World, and know- 
ing that Nature, and Vice, and Profit, 
and Honour, Ambition and Luſt are e- 
nough to inſpire a man with Courage and 
Wiſdom to fight, and to cauſe Diſorders 
and Diſturbances among Men, inſtead of 
__commending Men, who are skilfull in 
making War, ſet a peculiar mark of favour 
on thoſe who are skilfull in making Peace 
in the words I have read to you, Bleſſed 
are the Peace-makers for they ſhall be called 
the Children of God. 

| Bleſfed are the Peace-makers ; what ? 
AU Peace-makers? Then Turks, and1nfi- 
dels, Heathens, and Pagans, and the moſt 
licentious of Chriſtian Princes do all come 
into the number of the bleſſed, and all 
muſt be Children of God, For thereis no 
Prince, though never ſo great a Tyrant, 
though he hath ſpilt Blood like Water in 
- his Conqueſts, though he hath made no 


more of deſtroying mens Lives, than 7ar- 


quinius did of taking oft the heads of Pop- 
pies, or Domitian of killing Flies, yet 
makes Peace ſometimes, and tired with 
the Toyl and Fatigue of the Wear, con- 
cludes a Truce at laſt with his Enemy ; 
and what 2 Do all theſe come into the ſo- 
cicty of the bleſſed? To 
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of Peace and Peace-makers. 


To give you light into this affair, I 
ſhall enquire, 


T. Who theſe Peace-makers are that are 
pronounced bleſſed here. 

I. I ſhall examine the reaſons of the ſup- 
poſition, or the thing ſuppoſed and implied 
here, that thoſe who have an averſion 
_ this Peace-making, cannot be bleſ- 

op 

TIT. T ſhall take the bleſſedneſs of theſe 
Peace-makers into conſideration, and ſhew 


how, and upon what account they are, 
and ſhall be call'd the Children of God. 


T. Who theſe Peace-makers are, that 
are ſaid to be bleſled here. 

The word in the Original is «emo, 
which as Interpreters obſerve in Greek Au- 
thors ſignifies and denotes ſtritly thoſe 
who make or procure Peace among Per- 
ſons who diſagree, and unite thoſe who 
are at variance, but in Scripture the ex- 


preſſion is of a larger extent, and includes - 


a great deal more than a bare reconciling 
of Enemies, and the perſons here aimed 
at are as follows. 


1. Such as do make Peace with God. 


and with their Conſciences. To this pur- 
poſe 1s the exhortation, Job XXI. 22. Ac- 
quaint now thy ſelf with him, and be at 
Peace, and great good ſhall come unto thee : 

A 4 And 
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And from this Peace with God, ariſes that 
Peace in believing, we read of Rom, XV. 
13. Man naturally is at Enmity with 
God, Rom. V. 19. to be ſure, an Enemy 
of the Croſs of Chriſt, for the Law of the 
Croſs is direaly oppoſite to the Principles 
and DiRates of ſinfull Fleſh, Ph. III. 18. 
and this Enmity ſtill grows greater and 
greater, as corrupt nature is improved or 
abuſed into more corrupt practices, and 
from hence flows Man's miſery.:So that to 
be happy, a Man muſt be at Peace with 
God, which is a Maxim ſo natural, that 
Heathens do not think themſelves fafe 
without appeaſing their angry Deities, and 
this puts them upon offering Sacrifices to 
them. Bur this doth not rake with the 
true God, who delights not in burnt-ofte- 
rings. The Sacrifices of God, which u- 
nite the Soul to him, and eſtabliſh a Peace 
betwixt God and the Sinner, area broken 
and a contrite Heart, and laying aſide vo- 
Juntarily and deliberately, and ſrom a 
ſenſe of the madneſs of the attempt, even 
of reſiſting and claſhing with an Omnipo- 
tent Being, thoſe things which God pro- 
feſles and declares his Hatred and Abhor- 
rency of, and a chearfull Compliance with 
his revealed Will ; and you all know that 

the things he hates are our ſinfull cuſtoms, 
practices and inclinations, for your iniquz- 

tes have ſeparated tetwixt you and your 


God 
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God, and your fins have hid his Face from 
you, faith God, Ta. LIX. 2. | 

To be at Peace with God, a man muſt 
be at war with his ſinfull Inclinations. To 
live in Peace with theſe, is tofall out with 
God, and the longer ,we maintain Friend- 
ſhip and Familiarity with rheſe, the great- 
er becomes the diſtance betwixt God and 
our Souls, the breach is ſtill made wider, 
till we fin away at laſt all hopes of Recon- 
ciliation ; where the Soul hath any reaſon- 
able aſſurance that God is at Peace with 
| Her, there Joy, and Gladneſs, and Serent- 
ty flows naturally into her Boſom, and - 
{ that is the Peace of Conſcience St. Paul 
i; fpeaksof, Rem. XIV. 17. And indeed there 

are no perſons more likely to be ſucceſs- 

| full in making Peace among Men, than 
| thoſe who firſt make Peace with God, and 
| 


with their own Conſciences; 

2. Such as make it their buſineſs to live 
peaceably in humane Societies, and ſeek — 
to maintain that Peace, which either Na- 
ture, or Religion, or Friendſhip, or Neigh- 
bourhood have ſettled among Men, with 
| whom we live; and concerning this ſort 
of Peace-making, St. Paul ſpeaks, Rom, 
' XII. 18. /fzt be poſſible, as much as in you 
| lies, live peaceably with all men. Tomain- 
tiin Peace, is part of iPeace-making, for 
this is to make that Peace which is begun, 
, and which we find ſettled in our hands to 
| CONs 
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continue and flouriſh; in a word, to pres 
ſerve it, and _— to the old ſaying, 
Non minor eſt vertus, Sc. It is as great a 
Vertue to preſerve the good thing which 
we have purchas'd, as to purchaſe it ; and 
while we behave our ſelves inoffenſfively, 
unblameably, and keep a Conſcience void 
of offence toward God and Man, we take 
the readieſt way to live peaceably. It's 
granted, that the moſt inoftenſive AQi- 
ons, nay even Ads of Duty and Devotion 
may ſtir up the wrath and fury of chole- 
rick and prejudiced men, as we ſee the A- 
poſtles by preaching the Goſpel, and at- 
tempting to reclaim men from their Vi- 
ces, and telling them their Duty, rais'd 
all the World againſt themſelves; but this 
1s not our fault, as long as we give nojuſt 
occaſion to men to quarrel with us, or 
giveno juſt offence ; while we are ready 
to do good offices, do by others as we 
would have others do by us, and in our 
Diſcourſes and Behaviour obſerve the rules 
of Modeſty, Decency, Sobriety, and Cha- 
rity ; if after all, men will ſpeak ill of us, 
and be angry, becauſe we will not run 
out with them into exceſs of riot, as it 
ſeems thoſe did St. Peter ſpeaks of, 1 Pet. 
IV. 4. We have diſcharged a good Con- 
ſcience, and may comfort our felves with 
this, That we have given no juſt occaſion 
to break the Peace. 

3. And 


CI oo I Ee anti 


of Peace and Peace-makers. 


3- And here comes in the ſtricter ſigni- 


fication of the word, ſuch as from a ſenſe 


of Chriſtian Loveand Charity endeavour to 
reconcile diſagreeing Perſons, and Neigh- 
bours, and their fellow Chriſtians that are 
at variance: And concerning this peace- 
making, St. Paul gives this grave and ſe- 
rious Admonition, 1 Cor. VI. 5,6. 1 ſpeak 


to your (hame. Is it ſo, that there ts not a- 


wiſe man among you? no not one that is able 
to judge between his Brethren. But Brother 


goes to Law with Brother. And this muſt 
needs be his meaning in that other Exhorta- 


tion, Rom. XIV. 9. where he bids us fo//ow 
after the things which make for Peace. And 
indeed, where there is true Chriſtian Com- 
paſſion, a man will not only be ready to 
run to make up differences, when he is en- 
treated, but of his own accord, and before 
he be entreated, eſpecially, where cither 


Friendſhip and a long Acquaintance, or-- 


ſome near Relation gives the Invitation. It 
was barbarous language of Cazy, Gen.lV.9. 
Am I my Brother s keeper. Such a word 
muſt not drop from the Hearts and Mouths 
of thoſe who are adjured by Bowels of Mer- 
cy, not to look every one on his own 
things, but every man alſo on the things 
of his Neighbours, as all Chriſtians are, 
Phil.1I. 4. The common laws of humane 
ſocieties, require this Peace-making, much 
more the Laws of Chriſtianity ; and fince 

we 
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we are bound to love our Neighbours as 
our ſelves, how is it poſſible to obey that 
Law, without endeavouring to ſodzr and 
join the claſhing and diſ-jointed Members 
of Chriſt's myſtical body ; in doing fo we 
love our Neighbours as our ſelves, even in 
endeavouring to keep others from diſa- 
ogreeing, as we would keep our ſelves from 
being at variance with others. ZZow good 
and how pleaſant a thing is it for Brethren 
to dwell together in Uuity; it is like the 
precious ointment that ran down from Aa- 
ron's head into his Beard, and ſo on to the 
Skirts of his cloathing, ſaith the Royal Pfal- 
miſt , Pſal. CXXXIII. x, 2. As Chriſti- 
ans we are all Brethren, and then it muſt 
be our Duty to ſee the Beauty, Order and 
Harmony of that brotherly ſociety pre- 
ſerved, which is impoſſible to be done, 
without aQual and perſonal endeavours of 
reconciling thoſe who are at difference, 
and this argument Moſes made uſe of, when 
he ſaw two 1ſraelites ſtriving together, 
and would have ſet at one, Why do you 
wrong one to another, ſeeing ye are Bre- 
thren 2 AQt. VII. 26. 

4. Such as endeavour to make others 
like themſelves, and do inſtill this Chriſti- 
an Principle of reconciling Perſons, that 
quarrel and live in Enmity, into others. 
This is ſtill making Peace, when we la- 
bour to make others enamour'd with this 

duty 


c 
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duty. of Peace-making, which is done ei- 
ther by Exhortation or Entreaty, or Repre- 
ſenting to others the Nobleneſs, Excellen- 
cy, and Profitableneſs of this peaceable and 
peace-making Temper. It's natural for 
men to endeavour to make others of the 
fame Temper and Principles with our ſelves, 
which is the reaſon that men of all Perſua- _ 
ſions do what they can to make Proſelytes.”” 
A truly good man cannot forbear ſaying 
with St. Paul, I wiſh that all men were even 
as my ſelf, x Cor. VII. 7. I mean with re- 
ſpe to the good things the Graceof God 
hath infuſed into him : And as no mancan 
be ſincerely good, without endeavouring 


to unite, and reconcile his diſagreeing — 


Neighbours, ſo that Goodneſs will farther 
prompt him to beſpeak thoſe of his Ac- 
uaintancein St. Paul's language, Brethres, 
e followers together of me, and mark them 
that walk ſo, as you have us for enſam- 
ples, Philip. III. 17. 

And from hence it will be an eafie mat- 
ter to give a juſt anſwer to the ObjeRion 
I propoſed at firſt ; whether all Peace-ma- 
kers are indifterently concerned in the 
bleſſedneſs of the Text; It's plain from 
hence, that not every one that makes Peace 
either by force, or of neceſlity, or for pro- 
fit and intereſt, or being tired with a long 
and tedious War. Not every one of theſe 
comes into the number of thoſe bleſſed 
men. 
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men. All the four Qualifications I have 


. mentioned are requiſite to entitle a man to 


this happineſs ; making Peace with God, 
and our Conſciences , living peaceably, 
and from a ſenſe of Chriſtian Love and 
Charity, endeavouring to reconcile difa- 
greeing Neighbours, and inſtilling this 
reconciling Principle into others. 

And having thus laid down the true 
CharaQers of theſe Peace-makers, where- 
by you may examine your ſelves, let's go 
on, and, 


IT. Enquire into the reaſons of the ſup- 
poſition, or that which is implied here, 
that thoſe who have an averſion from this 
Peace-making, cannot be bleſſedior happy. 


The reaſons are, be 
x. Selfiſhneſs is plainly predominant.in 


_-. ſuch perſons, and that's no good character 


of bliſs, ſo far from it, that the Apoſtle 
reckons it among the Plagues of the laſt 
days, 17m, 1. 1, 2. 7his know alſo, that 
in the la(t days perillous times ſhall come, for 
men ſhall be l overs of themſelves. Ir's true, 
to love our ſelves is a natural principle, 
but to love our ſelves fo as not to be con- 
cerned for the good of others, is a finfull 
ſelt-love , which renders us contemptible 
to God, and deſpicable to rational men. 
He that matters not whether his Nei1gh- 

bours 
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bours fight or agree, whether they live in 
love or wrath, and fees a fire kindled in 
their Breaſts, a fire lighted by the Flames 
of Hell, a fire which breaks forth, and 
threatens to lay their Conſciences waſt, 
and doth not offer his helping hand to 
quench it, hath a Soul baſe and low, a poor 
pitifull Spirit, guilty enough to ſuffer in 
Hell, but alienated from that life which 
muſt give him atitle to Heaven. 

2. He that doth not make Peace with 
God or with his own Conſcience, and cares — 
not for it, robs himſelf of the greateſt com- 
fort; and ſurely that man can never be 
happy. To be at Peace with God, is to 
be at Peace with our Judge, with -him 
who hath the ſame power over us, that the 
Potter hath over his Clay, and is able to 
deſtroy both Soul and Body into Hell ; 
with him whoſe voice breaks the Cedars, 
divides the Flames of Fire, ſhakes the Wil- 
derneſs, and makes the Mountains tremble, 
and who hath a Priſon to tame men in, 
4 Priſon from whence there is no coming 
out till they have paid the uttermoſt Far- 
thing. To be at Peace with this Almigh- 
ty and Sovereign Being, muſt needs be a 
mighty ſatisfaQion to the Soul that knows” 
what God is, and looks beyond this world: 
To enjoy his Friendihip, to be ſure of his 
Favour, to be ſecured of his good will, this 
eſtabliſhes the Soul, and gives her courage 
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in the time of the greateſt Danger. He 
that is indifferent, whether he be at Peace 
with God or not, not to mention that he 
15a Sot anda Fool, and underandsnot his 
true intereſt, he deprives himſelf of that 
which ought to be the greateſt ſtay and 
Naft of his life, and therefore whatever his 
— outward Conveniencies, and Accommos- 
datiuns may be, he is unhappy. 

3. He that doth not or will not live 
peaceably with his Neighbours, I need not 
tell-you that he is unhappy, for he him- 
ſelf finds by ſad experience, that he is ſo. 
The Diſorders and Tumults he finds with- 
in, the uncaſineſs of his condition, the dan- 
ger he is in from without, and the vexatt- 
on and diſcontent he runs into are ſuffict- 
ent Items that he is as far from being hap- 
py, as he is from being wiſe: 7s luſts war 
within his members, as St. Fames ſpeaks, 
Fam. TV. x. His Soul is /ike the troubled 
Sea, when it cannot reſt, Iſa. LVII. 20. : He 
IS no kin to God, for he is the God of Peace, 
Rom. XVI. 2o. No kin to Angels, for they 
rejoyce in Peace on Earth, Luk. II. 14: No 
kin to good men, for they ſeek Peace and 
enſue it , 1Pet. II. 11. If he be related 
to any thing, it is to the Prince of Dark- 
neſs, who delights in wrath and envy, 


Rev. XII. 17. . | 
4. Such men are no Children of God, 


____ and therefore cannot be bleſſed; that's the 


argument 


of Peace and Peace-makers, 


argument of the Text, Bleſſed are the 
Peace-makers, for they ſhall be called the 
Children of God ; therefore thoſe that have 
an averſion from this Peace-making are not 
bleſſed, becauſe no Children of God ; ſure- 
ly no Children of God, -when ſo much of 


that Spirit reigns in them, which rules in © 


the Children of Diſobedience: Heparticu- 
larly that fecks not to be at Peace, or to 
live peaceably with his Neighbour, moſt 
certainly doth not love his Brother, and he 
that loves him not, is by the Holy Ghoſt in 
Scripture put into the number of ſtrange 
Children , for ſo we read, 1 Joh. III. 19. 
Herein the Children of God are manifeſt, 
and the Children of the Devil: he that works 
not righteouſneſs is not of God, neither he 
that loves not his Brother. Not tolove our 
Brother, and to hate him in Scripture 
are equivalent, different expreſſions for 
the ſame ſin; and if any man fay, 7 am tr 
the light, and hate bis Brother, he is in 
darkneſs, and walks in darkneſs, and knows 
not whither he goes, becauſe the darkneſs 
hath Blinded his Eyes, x Joh. II. 11. 

So that true Bleflednels lies altogether 
in the oppoſite temper, v/z. the Peace-ma- 
kers, and of theſe it is that it's faid, They 
ſhall be called the Children of God, and 
how, and upon what account they ſhall 
be called the Children of God, is the 
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IN. And laſt particular, Iam toſpeakto. | 
And hereI muſt premiſe, that in Scri- | 
pture Language, to be called fo, is very 
often as much as tobe ſo; And thouChild 
ſhalt be called the Prophet of the moſt High, 

i. e. thou ſhalr be a Prophet, Lu#.1. 76, 
and aſter the ſame manner, 7hat holy thin 
which ſhall be born of thee, ſhall be called 
the Son of God, 1.e. ſhall be the Son of God; | 
fo Matth. 1. 23. 7 hey ſhall call his name E- | 
manuel, i. e. he ſhall be fo, God with us, 
God and Man. And after this ſtile, you 
are to underiland the Phraſe of the Text, 
They ſhall be called the Children of God, i.e. 
they are and {hall be fo. 

Children of God! Why ? What great 
bleſſedneſs is there in this title, beyond 
what other men enjoy ? Are not Princes 
and great Men, wao are commonly none 
of the beſt, called the Chi/dren of God, Pal. 
LXXXT. 6. and 15 not God the Father of 
all mankind? It1s very true, but ſtill there 
152 very great difterence between Children 
and Children: All-rational creatures, both 
Men and Angels, re God's Children, as 
they are the works of his hands, and with 
this reſpect, even Devils come into that 
number, b' cauſe they owe their Being to 
an Omnipotent God. Princes and great 
Me-: particulariv are the Clilaren of God 
upcnthe account of Power and Grandure, 
and Authority God communicates tothem, 

but 


of Peace and Peace-maker Js 


but for all theſe reſpefts, they may be ever- 
laſtingly miſerable. To be a Child of God 


by Regeneration, to be born again, to be 


born of God, to be begotten agun through 
a lively hope, by the Word and Spirit, this 
is 1t that makes the title truly comforta- 
ble, and ſuch Children are the Peace-ma- 
kers commended here. To be a Child of 
God in this ſenſe, is more, and a greater 
honour, than to be related to all the great- 
eſt Princes in the World. For, 


1. Such Children of God have higher. 


marks of favour ſet upon them. They en- 
joy the Bleſſings of God's left hand in com- 
mon with the re{t, but beſides theſe, they 
have Bleſſings of the right hand heap d up- 


'on them. Beſides the Preſervation, Pro- 


tetion, Proviſion for their bodies, and 
common Deltverances from dangers, they 
participate of with the greater number, 
their Souls are viſited by very magnificent 
Gueſts; For if any man love me he will keep 
my words,and my Father will love him,and we 
will come unto him, and make our abode with 
him , faith our Saviour , Fob. NIV. 22. 
God governs them by his Spirit, and feeds 
them like a Shepherd, gathers the lambs in» 
ro his arms, carries them in his boſom, and 
gently leads thoſe that are with young, Ia. 
XL.si. They are made partakers of the 
divine nature, love what God Joves, hate 
what he hates, deſire what he defires, and 
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aim at the ſame end God himſelf aims at, 
to wit, the Glory of God, bleſſed for e- 
vermore. 

2. To ſuch Children of God belong the 
Promiſes of the everlaſting Covenant ; and 
there is no condemnation in them. "They 
are deliver'd from the wrath to come, and 
Chriſt intercedes for them in Heaven. For 
them the balm of G:/ead flows, and when 
their Souls are fick, Piyſick is adminiſtred 
to them from the Clouds. They are 
waſh'd, they are juſtify'd, they are ſanCti- 
ſy'd, and ſhall at laſt be glorifty'd. To ſuch 
power 1s given to tread on Serpents, and 
upon all the powers of darkneſs: For their 
ſakes God ſpares whole Nations. To go 
no farther than our own : All ſober men 
believe we are ripe. for God to put in the 
Sickle of Vengeance. The Atheiſm, Pro- 
ſaneneſs and Hypocriſfie, the dull Formali- 
ty we are ſunk into under the greateſ} en- 
cour2gements, together with other crying 
Sins, which are among us, are enough to 
make a rational man wonder, that the Vi- 
olsof the wrath of God are not yet poured 
out upon us, but it's for the Children of 
God s ſake,who are among us, that we are 
{ſpared thus long ; for their ſakes it is that 
God brings the ftrangeit things abour, 
and though they are try'd olten by afflicti- 
on, yer theFire that proves them, doth on- 
ly cleanſe, not me he Frame. To prote&t 

them, 
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them, God ſends his own Guard, a Troop 
of Angels to ſurround their perſons and ha- 
bitations ; and if ſo, the bleſſedneſs of ſuch 
muſt infinitely exceed the happineſs of 
thoſe, who are called Children of God, 


upon the account either of their Creation, 


or Power and Authority. 
But-to come cloſer to the words, tke 


Peace-makers are in a very ſpecial manner 


the Children of God, if you conſider them | 
either with reſpect to this life, or with re- 


gard to that to come, for to both theſe 
ſtates, as I have told you often, does the 
recompences mentioned in theſe Beati- 
tudes relate. 

As to this preſent life. 

1. They are Children of God, becauſe 


they are like him. They expreſs his" Na-- 


ture in tzeir own: For God is the God of 
Peace, Philip. IV. 9. His Divine Eſſence 1s 
the true Pattern of Peace and Order. The 
ever-bleſſed Trinity is the grand Exemplar 
of Concord and Unity. It's God that 
makes Peace within thy Borders, faith Da- 
vid, Pſal. CXLVII. 14. He ſpeaks Peace to 
his people, Pl.LXXXV.8. He creates Peace, 
iſa. LVII. 19. And calls to Peace, i Cor. 
VII. 15. Ands the Author of Peace, 1 Cor. 
XIV. 33. And 5 the Lord of Peace, 2 Thell. 
TIT. x6. The peaceable, and ſuch as are of 
a peaceable Temper, reſemble this God of 


Peace; He lives in them : There 1s a great 
B 3 {:m1- 
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ſimilitude betwixt that inexhauſted Spring, 
and theſe little Rivulets ; a great Confor- 
mity betwixt theſe Copies, and that Ori- 
ginal. The features and lineaments of 
Peace, that appear upon their Souls, diſco- 
ver that they are the Children of God. 

2. They are the adopted Children of 
God in Chriſt Jeſus. Chriſt is the true, na- 
tural, and only begotten Son of God. The 
peaceable, and ſuch as are of a peace-ma- 
king Temper, tread in the Steps of Chriſt, 
imitate his peaceable Natwe, and upon 
that Account are admitted to the Honour 
of his Filtation, and Son-ſhip. The Spirit 
of Peace, which dwelt in Chriſt Jeſus, 
dwells in them, Coe/. III. 15. Chriſt is the 
Prince of Peace, fo he is call'd, 1/a. IX. 6. 
Nay he 1s our Peace, who made both one, 
and pull'd down the middle Wall of Parti- 
tion between us, having aboliſh'd 1n his 
Fleſh, the Enmity, even the Law of Com- 
mandments, contain'd in Ordinances, ma- 
king in himſelf of twain, one new Man, fo 
making Peace, Eph. II. 14,15. And he came 
and preach'd Peace to them that were a far 
off, and to them who are nigh, verſ. 17. He 
is thegreat Peace-maker, who made Peace 
berwixr Heaven and Earth, which makes 
tne Angels ſing at his Nativity ; Glory be to 
God on high, and on Earth Peace, Luk. I[.14, 

Nor doth Chriſt's Saying, Matrh. X. 34. 
Think net that 1 am come to ſend Peace upon 
Earth, 


, 
——— I 


< 12% _— RIP 1 7% a7» 6 2 7 


l 7 I ICS 


' 
_——— 


——— A ee OE ORs, goo a —_—_ 


of Peace and Peace-makers. 


Earth,] am not come to ſend Peace,but a Sword. 
1 am come to ſet a Man at variance againſt his 
Father, and the Daughter againſt the Mother, 


&c. I fay, this Oracle doth not at all in- _ 


validate, or weaken the Character, or Title 
given him, which is Prince of Peace; for 
in ſo ſaying, he only deſcribes the natural 
Events and Conſequences of his Goſpel. 

I. When a M:n 1s truly converted to 
the Goſpel of our Lord JeſusChriſt, there 
is immediately infuſed into him a mighty 
hatred and indignation againit ſin, and vice, 


where-ever he meets with it, though it be- 


1n a Father, or Mother, or Brethren, or Si- 
ſters. Tofind it in ſuch Relations, doth 
not make him like it the better, nor can all 
their perſuaſions make him have any good 
opinion of it; and thereiore if the Father 
be carnal and wicked, he will hate his Son 
for being ſo holy and preciie, and keeping 
{uch a ſtir about Religion ; or if the Father 
be good, and the Son naught, the Son will 
be either ſecretly, or openly angry wuh 
his Father, tor having ſo itraut-lac'd a Con- 
ſcience. Hence ariſe quarrels and diſlenſi- 
ons, Which are not the natural Effects of 


the Goſpel, bur of Men's vitious humours, © 


which hate to be controll'd by the Goſpel ; 
and hither muſt be referr'd the Perſecutions 
that befell the Primitive Believers, whea 
they would not offer incenſe to the Hea- 
then Gods, whereupon they were impri- 
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ſon'd, harraſs'd, perſecuted with Fire and 
Sword. The Son roſe againſt his Father, if 
he were a Chriftian, and the Daughter did 
her beſt to throw the believing Mother in- 
to the Fire, and the neareſt Relations be- 


came mortal Enemies one to another; not 


that Chriſtianity made the Chriſtians 
hate their Heathen Relations, bur it made 
the Heathen Relations hate their Ckriſti- 
an Kindred. 

2. This Chriſt ſpeaks with relation to 
thoſe Carnal and Hypocritical Profeiiours 
of his Religion, whoin After-ages putht on 
by Pride and by the Devil undera pretence 
of Zeal for his Honour and Glory, would 
kill, butcher, burn, maſſacre thouſands of 
their Brethren, who retain'd the Subſtan- 
tials of Chriſtianity, only differ'd from 
them 1n things which Carnality, and Pomp, 
and Superſtition, and Ambition to regu- 
late the Church by the Court of Princes, 
ſhould add to the ancient Faith deliver'd 
unto the Saints, and of this we have ſeen 
very fad inſtances: But ſtill, theſe are on- 
Iy accidental Efiets of Men's Pride and 
Paſſions, not the natural Produds of the 
Deſign and Tendency of the Goſpel ; fo 
that notwithſtanding all theſe quarrels and 
diſſenſions ill Men raiſe about the Goſpel, 
Chriſt is {till the Prince of Peace, and the 
Peaceable, and ſuch as are of a peace- 
making Temper, are upon that Omen 

= | 18 


yr 


— OE TINS 2 5-2 


boo VAR I IE Cefn eo AIC N£ eg lm 


y-— 


Os” — 
Ll C 


SE ne Co. aaa. 


of Peace and Peace-makers. 


his Brethren, for he is not aſhamed to call 
them Brethren, Heb. II. 11. and therefore 
the Children of God. 

As to the Life to come. 

Theſe Peace-makers ſhall be, and ſhall 


be treated like darling Children of God. - 


This St. John aſſures us of, x Fohn1IT. 2. Be- 


| loved, now are we the Sons of God, and it 


doth not yet appear what we ſhall be, but 


we know, that when we ſhall appear we 


ſhall be like him. Like him! How 2? Like 
him in Eternal Glory and Honour, and 
Splendour. They were like Chriſt in their 


peace-making Temper here, and they ſhall, 


be like him in a glorious Immortality. 
Their Father which is in Heaven will let 
Men and Angels ſee, that they are his Chil- 
dren, that they are ſo not in Name only, 
but in Deed. He will give the unbelieving 
World a viſible Demonſtration, that they 
are ſoin the laſt Day, in the great Day of 
Account ; he will place them at Chriſt's 
Right-hand, and the Men that would not 
belieye and repent, ſhall behold how dear 
they are to him; for the great Redeemer 
ſhall carry them up into his Father's King- 
dom : If Sons then Heirs, Heirs of God, 
aud joint Heirs with Chriſt, ſaith the Apo- 
ſtle, Row. VIII. 17. Chriſt as Man, and 
Mediator, became Heir of his Father's 
Royalty, and Power ; ſo ſhall they in the 
right of adopted Children. As Chriſt a- 

{cended 
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ſcended into Heaven ſo ſhall they; as 
Chriſt was exalted ſo ſhall they ; as Chriſt 
was enthron'd ſo ſhall they ; as Chriſt was 
advanced from- a low Eſtate to the nigh- 
eſt Dignity ſo ſhall they ; as Chriſt lives 
for ever ſo ſhall they ; as Chriſt cannot be 
hurt-by the ſecoad Death no- more ſhall 
they ; as Chriſt had power given him 0- 
ver the Nations, over Hell and Devils, fo 
ſhall they reiga over all their Enemies ; 
as Chriſt ſhall judge the World, and the 
Apoſtate Angels ſo ſhall they ; being Fel- 
low-Sons, Fellow-Heirs, they all ſhare in 
his Authority and Grandeur : It's true, all 
* this muſt be believed, for it 1s not ſeen 
yet; but who can forbear to believe it, 
when we have the Word of the living 
God for it ? 

In a word, They ſhall be Poſſeſlours of 
Heaven and Earth; for not only their Fa- 
ther, but their Elder Brother is ſo. Crowns 
and Diadems are preparing for them; 
Crowns which fade not away, Crowns 
which the Moth cannot corrupt , nor 
Thieves break through and ſteal ; Crowns 
made of Beams of Eternal Light; Crowns 
which not only adorn their Heads, but 
fill their Faces with incomparable Beauty ; 
Crowns ſuch as Angels wear; Crowns 
which cannot be viewed, cannot be 
thought of, without Eternal Admiration. 
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Inferences. 


7. It is eaſie to gueſs what Tempers 
and Actions are contrary, and directly 
oppoſite to theadmirable Qualification re- 
| commended, and commanded in the Text. 
| Peace being either publick or private, and — 
the publick either Political, or Eccleſiaſti- 
/cal, either of Church or State ; whoever 

| they be that wilſully puſht on by Pride or 
Paſſion, or ſome worldly carnal Deſign, 
without a juſt, lawfull, or warrantable — 
| cauſe, diſorder or diſturb that Peace, can- 
not be true Diſciples of Chriſt, becauſe 
they have an Averſion from that Peacea» 
\ ble; peace-keeping, and peace-making 
| Temper, which Chriſt with all the pathe- 
{tick Adjurations ith Omg hath enjoyn'd 
this Followers. 

[ thall nor here refle& on ſecu/ar Eſtates 
and Princes, who either begin or maine _ 
ytainan unjuſt War, either to enrich them-” 
{ſelves by the Spoils of their Neighbours, 
jor to advance their own Glory, or to en- 
tlarge their Empire and Dominion; for 
Jthe very Light of Nature confutes theſe 
Practices, and he that is but a Novice in 
{Religion, may ſee nothing is more con- 
Jtrary to the Deſign of the Goſpel. How- 
cver, I cannor but ſpend ſome conlidera- 
{tions on the ſad Diviſions and _— 
| tnat 
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that areamong thoſe who cail themſelves 
Chriſtians upon the account of Religion. 

I wonder not to ſee Mahometans and 
Jews ſcandaliz'd at theſe Diviſions, the 
Jews eſpecially, when they read ſuch lof- 
ty Promiſes of the Peace and Unity of the 
Church that was to be under the Meſſiah, 
as 1/a. II. 4. They ſhall beat their Spears 


into Plough-ſhares, and their Swords into | 


Pruning-hooks. Nation ſhall not lift up 
Sword againſt Nation, neither ſhall they learn 


War any more ; and [ſa. XI. 6. The Wolf 
ſhall dwell with the Lamb, and the Leopard 


lie down with the Kid, and the Calf, and the 


young Lion, and the Fatling together, and a 


little Child ſhall lead them. Though theſe 
Prophecies have been in a great meaſure 
fulfilfd, not only in the Apoſtles times, 
when the Jews and Gentiles, who were 
mortal Enemies before united into one 
Church under their common Head Chriſt 
Jeſus; but afterward when the Empire 
became Chriſtian, and the Heathen Pow- 
ers, who had moſt violently perſecuted 
the Chriſtians, ſubmitted to the Goſpel, 
and embraced thoſe whom they-had burnt 
before ; and though theſe Prophecies may 
moreover be faid to be exaaly fulfilled, 
partly with reſpe& to the Deſign and Ten- 
dency of the Chriſtian Religion, the de- 
ſign and intent of Chriſt's Laws being to 
make Men peaccable, and partly with re- 
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ſpect to the ſignal change that's actually 
wrought upon thoſe who are truly, not 
only in profeſſion, and outwardly, but 
inwardly too, converted to the Faith of 
Chriſt; for upon this Converſion rheir 
former Hatred and Enmity to others is 
laid aſide, and they are all for Peace and 
Concord ; though I ſay theſe Prophecies 
are actually accompliſh'd in deſpite of all 
the Sedts, that profeſs Chriſt's Religion ; 
yet the Jews, a dull, hard, inconſiderate 
fort of People, and who are guided much 
by their Senſes; ſeeing the everlaſting quar- 
rels that are among Chriſtians, and how 
one party perſecutes and abuſes the other, 


_ and upon whar ſlight occaſions they quar- 


rel and fall out, and break Peace and Com- 
munion one with another ; I wonder not 
to ſee them offended at theſe doings, and 
harden'd in their Unbelief ; for not to men- 
tion the Diviſions, Hereſies and Schiſms 
inthe ancient Church, at this day the Ea- 
ſtern Churches ſtand divided againſt the 
Weſtern ; the Weſtern is broke into ſeve- 
ral Parties; the Church of Rome againſt 
the Proteſtants, and the Proteſtants againſt 
the Church of Rome, and the Proteſtants 
are divided among themſelves. 

In theſe Diviſions the Church of Rome 
eres her head, and pretends ſhe is the 
only true and Catholick Church, becauſe 


they are united among themſelves. But 
to 
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to ſhew the weakneſs of this boaſting : 

x. At this rate every particular Church 
muſt be the Catholick Church, becauſe 
the Members of every particular Church 
are waited among themſelves. -So in the 
Church of England , her Members and 
Paſtors all ſubſcribing to the Articles of 
her Communion, and profeſling the ſame 
Dodtrine, Ceremonies and Worſhip, whe- 
ther they bein Europe, or Africa, or Afta, 
or America ; and there is no particular 
Church, that's conſtituted by any publick 
Authority, but may boait of this Unity. 

2. It is not a bare Union of Men that 
makes a Church a true Church, but that 
Union muſt have Truth tor its Foundati- 
on ; elſe you know, Thieves, and Rob- 
bers, and High-way-men, and Pyrates, 
and Buccaneers, becauſe they agree a- 
mong themſelves, might lay claim to this 
Title, and the mo{% perverſe Hereticks, be- 
cauſe they agree in certain points, might 
fay they are rhe true Church, and Hea- 
thens and Pagans, becauſe they agree in 
Superitition, and in believing a Muititude 
of Gods, might bid air tor this character, 
However, 

3. The Unity the Church of Xome boalis 
of, 15S Only a pretence ; tor ail rhe Wortd 
knows the m:ghty differences that are 
within her own Boijem, of the Scorzits and 
Thomijis, of the Franciſcans and Domint- 

cans, 
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cans, of the Janſeniſts and Feſuits, who 


ſtick not to call one another Hereticks; 
not to mention the late Diviſions betwixr 
the Diſciples of Molinos, and their Oppo- 
nents; and were it not for fear of Fire, and 
Priſons, and the Inquiſition, ſome of theſe 
would break out into open War againſt 
their Adverſaries and Competitors. Nay, 
4. There is no Chriſtian Church thar 
hath been more guilty of breaking the 
Peace of Chriſtendom, than the Church of 
Rome ; and becauſe ſeveral Churches would 
not ſatisfie or gratifie her Ambition, would 
not pur their Necks under her Yoke, nor 
believe the falſeſt and idleſt thing in the 
| World, her Supremacy and Infallibility, 
ſhe hath boldly ſeparated her ſelf from 
their Communion; this was the reaſon 
why 2 ſeparated from the Eaſtern Chur- 
ches, and by this infolence ſhe hath for- 
ced the Proteſtant Churches from her 
Communion, and not he that is forced a- 
way, but he that forces isthe Schiſmatick. 
And indeed, that which juſtifies the Pro- 
teſlant Churches ſeparation from her, or 
breaking Peace and Communion with her, 
Is 
1. Becauſe ſhe would impoſe that upon 
the Conſciences of Mcn, which Chriſt 
and his Apoltles never impoſed. 
2. Becauſe ſhe hath turned + the Spiri- 
tuil Werlhip of the Goſpel, into carnal 
and 
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and mechanical Devotion, and introdu- 
ced innumerable Superſtitions, which have 
no foundation in the Word of God, and 
would have them believ'd as firmly as the 
Goſpel it ſelf. | 

3. Becauſe ſhe hath brought in a Wor- 
ſhip, which with all the favourable Inter- 
pretations imaginable, cannot be excuſed 
from Idolatry ; even the Worſhip of dead 
Men and Women, of the Bread in the Eu- 
chariſt, of Images and PiAures, and Re- 
liques, &c. contrary to the Deſign of the 
Goſpel. 

4. Becauſe, though ſhe hath been often 
entreated, admoniſhed, and exhorted to 
reform theſe Abuſes, for ſome hundred 
Years together, yet ſhe is obſtinate, and 
inſtead of reforming, hath harden'd her 
ſelf in them, and thinks to hetor Men 
by her Power and Authority into a Belief 
of that, which cannot be defended with 
ſolid Arguments. 

5. Becauſe rejeting the Supreme Au- 
thority of the Scriptures, which are the 
ſole Rule of Faith, ſhe hath made her 
pretended Head, and ſuch Councils as he 
ſhall ca!l, or approve of, the ſole Dica- 
tors, and Expoſitors, of the Doftrine 
of Chriſt, requiring blind Obedience to 
their Deciſions, contrary, not only to 
the Word of God, but to the Senſe of all 
true Antiquity : So that there can be 
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no peace, I mean no Peace of Commu- 
nion with Rome; for though we are 
commanded to live peaceably with all” 
Men, yet we are withall to have a due 
regard to Truth, Eph. IV. 15. Nor muſt 
Peace be bought at ſo dear a Rate, as to 
comply with Men in their Sins and Er- 
rours, which is the Reaſon why Peace 
and Holineſs are joind together in that 
known Exhortation of the Apoſtle. Fol- 
low peace with all men, and Holineſs, with- 
out which no man ſhall ſee the Lord, Heb. 
XII. 14. Indeed an external Peace we 
are to maintain with all Mankind, but 
this differs much from Peace of Com- 
munion in Divine Worſhip and Sacra- 
ments. 

The Diviſions among Proteſtant Chur- _- 
ches are to be deplored ſo much the 
more, becauſe the Points they differ in 
are inconſiderable, and might eaſily be 
compoſed, if Men had but peaceable 
Tempers, and were reſolved to lay aſide 
Intereſt, and carnal Reſpe&s, and Pux- 
4;ho's of Honour, and Credit, &«c. for 
they all agree in Fundamentals, all are 
ſatisfied that the Church of Rowe hath 
notoriouſly deviated from the ſimplicity 
of the Goſpel; and the matters in diffe- 
rence, are things = which Salvation - 

no 
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not concerned. And upon that account 
their labours deſerve great Commenda- 
tions, who heretofore, and very lately 
have endeavour'd to reconcile the Pro- 
teſtant Churches into:a perfe&t Union: 
A bleſſed Work. Bleſſed. are the Peace- 


| makers, that endeavour to make Peace 


amoyg. the jarring Members-of Chriſt's 
Body; and though they may fail of Suc- 
ceſs, yet, they ſhall not loſe their, Re- 
ward. | | 

In the mean while thoſe who widen, 
or heighten theſe differences, and incite 
the; reſpetive Parties. to. hatred, and. 
wrath, and.animoſities one againſt an- 
other, to be ſure are no Children of the 
God of Peace, and had need at leaſt, be- 
fore they, die, make publick: SatisfacRti- 
an for..the dreadfull Eftes, their Heats 
and Paſſions.do produce. 

| But as this Peace among Proteſtant 
Churches is very much to be wiſh'd and 
pray'd for, ſo I deſpair to ſee ſo glori- 
ous a Work take effe, except the dif- 
tering Parties would reſolve to ſtand to 
the Rules following. 

' I. That the reſpective Parties which 
agree in the chief Points of Religion do, 
not make any of thoſe Points they difter 
in, fundamental, as if the Fortune of Re- 
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Iigion depended upon it, . or as if thoſe 
different Points were ſo many different 
Religions.” | 
2. That the differing Parties do not 
damn one another for thoſe differences, 
there being nothing that hath done Re- 
ligion more hurt, than Men's damning 
one another for things, which Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles have affixed no Damnation 
to. 
. That notwithſtanding the little 
differences that are among them, they 


make one Church, and endeavour after 


the Welfare and Proſperity of it, and 
join together in publick Prayer, and in 
the Sacrament of the Euchariſt, which 
is the Badge and Symbol of Fraternity, 
and Amity. 

4. That one Party be not preſently 
jealous, and ſuſpicious of the other, as if 
the opinion which one Party eſpoules 
were embraced, or maintain d in a Hu- 
mour, or for worldly Ends, but that 
they charitably believe, irs Conſcience, 
that puts them upon it, at leaſt, cill ei- 
ther the Party eſpouſing that opinion 
confeſſes, that Conſcience is not at the 
bottom of it, or that it appear by un- 


'deniable- Evidences, that a worldly or fi- 


niſter deſign is the foundation of it. 
C 2 5, That 
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5. That.the differing Parties do not 
multiply the controverſies, which are 
amonglt them, make them nexther more 
numerous nor greater than really they 
are, and that they do not interpret an 
accidental unwary expreſſion, that may 
drop from the Pen, or Mouth of one 
party, as a new controverſie. 

6. That one party do not charge the 
other with conſequences, which they do 
not own, nor with Doqtrines and Po- 
ſitions, which they deteſt from their 
hearts. 

7. That each party defending, or pro- 
ving their opinion do it with great mo- 
deſty, without provoking or exaſpera- 
ting, or approbrious Language, and re- 
vilings, or bitter reftetions on the 0- 
ther. 

8, That of thele diftcring parties none 
do vye with the other, except it be in 


_— living up to the Precepts of the Goſpel, 


particularly thoſe of patience, long-ſuf- 
tering and charity. | 

Theſe rules I apprehend to be the 
foundation of Peace and Concord of Pro- 
teſtant Churches, that differ in points of 
no great concernment ; and were theſe 
Maxims once put in practice, the parti- 
cular controverſies might ſoon be com- 
pro» 
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promiſed. To this purpoſe is that ſaying 
of the Apoſtle : Nevertheleſs, whereto we 
have alreidy attained, let's walk by the 
fame rule, let's mind the ſame things ; 
and if any be otherwiſe minded, God will 
eves reveal that unto you, Phil. III. 15,16. 
But however, 


I!. If we' cannot mend the Publick, 
let's endeavour to reform particular Per-” 
ſons. It is a fad fight to ſee Chriſtians 
divided among themſclves, but it is as 
diſmal a ſpeacle to ſee ſo many of us 
at war wrh God. This I know will 
hardly be believed by the guilty, and 
becauſe they do not blaſpheme God, or 
do not trouble their heads much abour 
God, or Religion, they know nothing 
to the contrary but rhat they are at peace 
with God, and that they and God are 
very good Friends. This is true ſtupi- 
dity, and were the ſtupidity invincible 
as it 1s in Beaſts, ſuch Men would be 
ſafe, faſe as the wild Aſs, or the Dro- 
medary in the Wilderneſs, ſafe I ſay 
from the Danger of God's Wrath. But 
this cannot be the caſe of any of you, 
that live in a Country where the Goſpel 
is preach'd, where you are told, that 
not to love God, is to hate him ; and 

Ki that 
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that not to delight in his ways, is to in- 
curr his diſpleaſure ; that to live in thoſe 
fins, which exclude from the Kingdom 
of Heaven, is to bid defiance to him; 
that to be neglectfull of his Will, is to 


wage war with him ; that to ſlight the - 


admonitions, and entreaties of his Meſ- 
ſengers, is to be at enmity with him ; 
and that to mind the World more than 
his Service, or to ſeek to pleaſe Men 
more than him, is to proyoke him to 
anger. 

And hath not this been the temper, 
and is not this the complexion of many 
of you 2 How many years have ſome of 
you born Arms againit God 2 Your wil- 
full fins are the Weapons whereby you 
fight againſt him ; and though like the 
Giants in the Fable, you do not heap 
Mountain upon Mountain to pull him 
out of his Throne; yet by eſpouſing 
that life, which is odious to him, vou 
affront his Sovereignty, and by living 
contrary to the Goſpel, you deſpiſe and 
diſhonour him who hath the greateſt 
right to command you. And is it not 
high time to make peace with him? If 
God be not at peace with you here, he 
will never be at peace with you here- 
after. What peacg while the Whoredoms 


of 
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of thy Mother Jezabel, and her Witchcrafts 
are ſo many 2 ſaid Jehu, 2 Kings IX. 22. 
So here, what peace can there be be- 
twixt God and you, while .you conti- 
nue 1n that pride and vanity, and in- 
temperance, and other ſins, againſt which 
the wrath of God is revealed from Hea- 
ven 2 Do you think you are at peace 
with God, becauſe you thrive and pro- 
ſper in the World 2 Do not the wicked- 
eſt of Men do (o, and is that an Argu- 
ment that God is their Friend 2 Will you 
make his patience a ſign of his being 
reconciled ro you, when it 1s only a 
motive to a reconciliation 2 There zs no 
peace, ſaith my God, unto the wicked, 1a, 
LVII. 20. Let them be never fo potent, 
never fo rich, never fo wealthy, their 
impiety takes away all peace betwixt 
God and them. He hath declared ſo 
much, and will not vou believe him ? 
Will you give no credit to his word, 
till with Dives you lift up your Eyes in 
Hell, and ſee that God is not your fr:end ? 
If youdothriveand proſper in the World, 


annot thoſe Bleſſings move you to be at — 


peace with him 2 Do you believe he is 
kind to you, and ſhall his kindneſs pro- 
voke you to be his Enemies? Nothing can 
ſettle a peace betwixt God and you, till 
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you change your lives, and make conſci- 
ence of your ways, and abhorr that which 
is evil, and cleaveto that which is good. 
Then indeed were your fins as crimſon 
they ſhall be as wool, were they of a 
ſcarlet Dye, they hall be as white as 
ſnow ; but till then, your fin, like that 
of Judah, is written with a pen of Troy, 
and with the point of a Diamond, as it is 
ſaid, Fer. XVII. x. and you do as good 
as ſay to God with thoſe Deſperadoes, in 
Job, Chap. XXI. 14. Depart from us, we 
defire not the' knowledge of thy ways Till 
then you can never be at peace with 
your own conſciences, carnal ſecurity 
you may have, but peace of conſci- 
ence is another thing, for this can ne- 
ver be at reſt, while it hath reaſon to 
believe God frowns upon it ; but being 
ſure of the light of his loving kindneſs, 
a Man walks in Paradiſe, and dwells in 
the Garden of God. Bur, 


I. When Chriſt in the Text profel- 
ſes and declares how pleaſing and accep- 
table a peaceable, and peace-making 
Temper is to God ; would not one think 
that every one that believes the Goſpel, 
ſhould be ambitious of thoſe qualificats 
ons, which God not only approves = 

ur 
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but promiſes to reward with the higheſt 
Honour and Dignity ? Yes, did Men love 
God indeed and in truth, they would 
not only be glad to know what is plea- 
ſing to him, but even run, to do it, as 
good natured Children that obſerve their 
Father's temper, and endeavour to gain 
his love by a deportment and behaviour 
| they know he delights in. 

Peace among men God delights in, 
peace among Chriſtians eſpecially ; to — 
whom he hath vouchſated a higher dif 
penſation. Among theſe, no noiſe, no 
clamour, no railing, no quarrelling, no 
Swords, no Cannon ſhould be heard ; 
theſe profeſs themſelves Diſciples of 
Chriſt Jeſus, the Prince of Peace; and 
there is no command that is more ſtri- 
ly, or more frequently injoin'd, than 
that of Peace. This they are to purſue, 
to follow, and to endeavour after by all 
poſlible lawfull means. This is their It- 
yery, and the very mark whereby they 
are to be diſtingniſh'd, even their peace- 
able Behaviour, This is the Salt which 
1s to keep them ſweet, as Chriſt calls ir, 
Mark IX. 10. But you all know, how 
contrary to this character the generality 
of Men live, upon the leaſt provocation 
they break the Peace, and all friendſhip 
IS 
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is renounced ; eſpecially where they have 
a Purſe to maintain the diſpute ; many 
a Man that was humble and peaceable 
before, when poor; no ſooner doth he 
find his Purſe (well, but his Temper al- 
ters; and now 1f his Neighbour doth 
diſpleaſe him, though there be no ma- 


lice in the caſe, preſently he talks high, 


and big, and he cares as little for his 
Neighbour, as his Neighbour doth for 
him. This is the humour of the Age, 
and inſtead of repenting of their heats, 
and diviſions, - they juſtify their con- 


tentions, and oppoſe the reaſons of 
fleſh and blood, and the circumſtances. 


of their birth and quality, of their ho- 
nour and grandeur, to the laws of that 


Saviour, by whoſe Blood they ſay, they 


are redeemed. Strange Chriſtians theſe 
that will be ſo, in deſpight of Chriſt, 
though they have nothing of the cha- 
racter in them. And let us but conſi- 
der what trifles they are Men quarrel a- 
bout, and how frivolous the things for 
which they break forth into flame, and 
fury, and break the Peace which they 
ſhould maintain and keep, things, which 
a Philoſopher would put by with a ſmile, 
and a wiſe Man think below himſelf ro 
take notice of, But what ſhall we fay . 
Ti 
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Till men come to ſtand in awe of the 
Goſpel, more than of the laws of the 
Land, and the threatnings and puniſh- 
ments of the Magiſtrate, thus it will be, 
and when opportunity ſerves” will be 
carried away with the ſtream of their 
paſſions, and fſinfull inclinations; and 
upon ſuch I cannot hope to do any 
good, though the Arguments were ne- 
ver ſo convincing, or powerfull. 

But if there be any here, as I hope 


| there are ſeveral, that look upon this 


peaceable, and peace-making Temper as 
their duty, are perſwaded that they 
are in danger of God's diſpleaſure, if 
they want this qualification, and are 
concern'd about it, and defire to -be in- 
form'd of the way and method they are 
to take, how to compaſs it; to ſuch TI 
ſhall recommend theſe following Dire- 
Qions. 

x. Be injurious to no man, wrong 
no man, : defraud no man, oppreſs no 
man, ſpeak evil of no man. This is the 


way to make peace, and to keep peace. 


It's the wrong that men apprehend is 
done to them by another, that cauſes 
quarrels and diſſenfions. Remove the 
cauſe, and you remove the efte, a re- 
medy preſcribed by the Apoſtle, in or- 
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= to a quiet and peaceable Life, 7ir. 
IT. 2. 

2. Love todo good. This ſtrangely 
obliges, and wins, and charms, and moves 
even our Enemies to be at peace with 
us, and makes People deſirous to live in 
friendſhip with us, and not only fo, but 
hereby we weaken our quarrelſome dif- 
poſition, and become more traQtable, and 
gentle, and heap coals of fire upon the | 
beads of our Enemies, i.e. melt them by | 
kindneſs into a better nature, Rom. XI. 

2.0. 

3. Watch againſt ſelfiſhneſs,and cove- 
touſneſs,for it's greedineſs after profit,and 
an over fondneſs of our temporal Intereſt, |, 
that puts us into heats, if we are croſt 
in it. Moderation in our deſires after | 
theſe outward things compoles the mind, 
quiets the paſſions, and keeps the blood 
from boiling over. The Apoſtle there- 
fore very much inſiſts upon this Vertue, 
1 Zim. VI. and Ph. 1V. 5. 

4. Believe not every ll thing that is 
faid of you, for we ſee daily how little | 
credit is to be given to reports. A too 
eaſie belief of ill things ſaid of us, is an 
inſtigation to break the peace,to harbour 
hatred, and ſecret grudges, and tempts 


to ſtrangeneſs of behaviour, to revenge, 
ro 
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to moroſeneſs, and watching opportuni- 
ties to be even with the tuppoſed of- 
fendour; charity believes the beſt, x Cor: 
XIII. 7. 

5. Be not aſhamed to confeſs your 
faults, when it's evident you are in the 
wrong; an obſtinate defence of a fault, 
is apt to make Perſons, who take no- 
tice of it, angry and furious, becauſe it 
argues a very ill temper of mind ; 
whereas an ingenuous acknowledgment 
of our errours, reconciles and prevails 
with Perſons of ingenuity to be friends 
with us, and thar's the reaſon why Sr. 
James is ſo earneſt for it, Fames V, 16. 

6. Bear with infirmities in others, 
with ſuch particularly, which appear to 
be invincible. Ido not ſay, bear with 
wilfull fins, and habits of vice and fol- 
ly, but with failings and imperfections, 
which cannot well be remedied; either 
when the underſtandings of your Neigh- 
bours are ſhallow, or not ſo quick as 
yours, or when their Wiſdom and Saga- 
city doth not reach ſo far as yours, and 
this according to the Command of the 
Holy Ghoſt, Rom. XIV. 1. 

7. For peace ſake be content to re- 
cede ſometimes from your own right : 
Where two parties are ſtiff, and _—_ 

Wl 
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will yield, or abate any thing of their 
demands, the quarrel muſt needs conti- 
nue. But conceſſions and relinquiſhing 
part of our right prepares for peace, and 
ſo did the Father of the faithfull, to pre- 
vent diſfnſions betwixt him and Lot ; 
though upon the account of ſeniority, 
it belongd to him to determine where 
he ſhould pitch his Tent, yet he leaves it 
to Lot to chulſe, which part of the Coun- 
try he would go to, Ger. XIII. 8, g. 

8. In order to promote peace in Fami- 
lies, David's method muſt be taken, P/. 
CI. 6. Mine eyes ſhall be upon the faithful 
of the Land. 

One great means - to promote, and 
preſerve the publick Peace of the Nati- 
on, is to do our own bufinefs, to be fol- 
lowers of that which is good, to do our 
own duty, and not to ſpeak evil of 
dignities; for it is written, Tho: ſhalt 
not ſpeak evil of the Rulers of thy Peo- 

le. 

Conſider after all how your Intereſt is 
bound up with this peaceable, and peace- 
making Temper ; for as Chriſt ſays of 4 
Kingdom divided againſt it ſelf,that it can- 
not ſtand; ſo if by quarrels, and clamours, 
and diflenfions, you divide the Society 


you live in,you undermine your own eaſe 
ang 
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and happineſs. To this purpoſe Solomon, 
Prov.:XVII. x. Better is a dry morſel, aud 
quietneſs therewith, than an. houſe full of 
ſacrifices with: ſtrife. Beſides, by this 

you avoid innumerable ſins, ſuch as ill 

language, odious names, envy, hatred, 

malice, and revengefull ſins, and deſires, 

and engaging other Men in fin with you, 

and doing miſchief to men, &c. 

But is not the Title in the Text, gi- 
ven to the peaceable, and peace-making 
Chriſtian, enough to make you endea- 
vour to attain to this Character 2 What 2 
Children of God? And do you feel no 
deſire to be ſo 2 Did you ever ſeriouſly 
examine the privileges which attend 
the Children of God, and are | theſe no 
motives: to you to come into the num- 
ber ? Suppoſe the Children of God are 
not much . regarded here, but 1s there 
not. a time coming, when they. thall be 
honoured before the whole World 2 Is 
there not a life ro come, which ſhall ma» 
nifeſt their Dignity, and their Glory ? 
The Peace of Heaven ſhall fall to their 
ſhare : Do not you refle& ſometimes on 
that Peace, which the Children of the 
everlaſting Kingdom ſhall enjoy ? Or is 
that Peace fo inconſiderable, thatit de- 
ſerves no conſideration? What is the fu- 
ture 
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ture felicity, but perfe& Peace, everlaſt- 
ing Peace, uninterrupted Peace > The 
peactable Chriſtian ſhall feel it, feed up- 
on it, poſſeſs it, live upon it, peace with 
God, peace with the Prince of Peace, 
Chriſt Jeſus, peace with all the Angels of 
God, peace with all the Spirits of Men 
made perfeAt. No war ſhall diſturb it, 
no tumult diſcompoſe it, no ſedition an- 
noy it, no rebellion disfigure it. The 
God of Peace ſhall live in him, and he 
in the God of Peace ; God will tell him 
that he is his friend, and one with him, 
and that no Men, no Devils ſhall pluck 
him out of his hands. There Rivers of 
Peace ſhall low upon him, Rivers where 
no Wind doth blow, no Storms do come, 
no Tetapeſts riſe, no Hurricanes moleſt. 
I conclude with St. Pauls Obteſtation, 
Colof. [I. 15. And let the Peace of God 
rule in your hearts, to the which alſo ye 
are called in one body : and be ye thank- 


full. Amen. 
Nov-10-97. 
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